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Planning Board 

Town of Sandwich 

PO Box 194 

Center Sandwich, NH 03227 

Minutes April 21, 2022 

 
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Julie Dolan, Will Speers, Alternate Geoff Tyson 

Members on Zoom due to COVID: Ray Cameron, Brewster Lee, Caroline Nesbitt 

Member absent with notice: Mary Hillsgrove 

 

Call to Order: 

Mr. Babcock called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Minutes: Mr. Benton had corrections: on page 1, line 44 and page 3, line 17. Mr. Benton 

motioned to accept as amended; Mr. Speers seconded. 6 in favor, 1 abstention (Dolan). 

Issue discussed with minutes review: locating the Performance Security for the cell tower for 

Staffers. Ms. MacLeod will work with Ms. Delaney to look through treasury records. 

 

Update on Fees: 

Mr. Babcock reported that the $8.50 fee for certified letters proposed by the Planning Board was 

raised to $10.00 by the Board of Selectmen and approved at its April 11, 2022 meeting. A new 

rate for newspaper ads was deferred pending invoices reflecting the submission of PDF format 

ads that control the size and cost of the ads. $100 was suggested as fee if necessary in review. 

 Town Counsel Spector-Morgan advised that if notices were posted on the website, in two 

physical locations in Town (Post Office and Town Hall) and announced in the Sandwich Board, a 

newspaper ad would not be necessary. After a discussion, Mr. Lee Motioned to stop using the 

Meredith News and to post at the two locations at Town Hall [inside and outside notice boards], 

the Center and North Sandwich Post Offices, the Town website and on the Sandwich Board. Ms. 

Dolan seconded. All in favor. Ms. MacLeod will update the applications. 

 

Also at the Selectmen’s meeting, Mr. Babcock mentioned the idea of convening members of the 

Planning Board, ZBA, the Compliance Officer and the Selectmen’s Office staff to review the 

Zoning Ordinance and discuss possible amendments to make the document consistent and clear. 

Agreement on interpretation is important when dealing with the public. The Selectmen expressed 

that this is a good idea. 

 

Ambrose Site Walk: 

As mentioned at the February 17th meeting, Mr. Ambrose was to be contacted in early May 

regarding the Steep Slope Permit that will expire on June 1 and whether he would have to extend 

it. May is too early to assess reclamation seeding growth. It was decided that Ms. MacLeod will 

contact Mr. Ambrose to ascertain whether the seeding has been done, when to best schedule a site 

walk for the steep slopes, and whether he will meet the reclamation for closure on schedule. 

      

Land Use Procedures: 

Land Use Secretary MacLeod prepared a handout with references to regulations and the OPD 

Planning Board Handbook regarding the intake and processing of applications to clarify how this 

is handled. An issue came up with an application received late on deadline day in the Selectmen’s 

Office. Land Use received it later. The solution to handling of applications is to set regular office 

hours for Land Use Secretary. Since all published deadline days are Mondays (except one), office 
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hours on Tuesdays would ensure timely processing. It was agreed that this should be established. 

Ms. MacLeod will check with Ms. Delaney that there will not be conflicts using the office space 

and get hours onto the master calendar. How this is working will be reviewed at next work 

session. 

Discussion around accuracy of submitted applications involved abutters’ list and role of 

staffers to review application for completeness. Abutter information is strictly the applicant’s 

responsibility. With recent cases, a number of letters have bounced due to incorrect addresses. 

The Chair offered to add to the script a mention that proper notification had gone out, and how 

many were received. 

The checklist is included in the application as guidance for all information necessary to submit 

a complete application. Ms. Dolan mentioned the checklist used by Staffers should be reviewed. 

 Mr. Babcock will ask Town Counsel about switching to requiring the applicant to do the 

certified mailings as done in Moultonborough.   

 

Review of Zoning Ordinance for minor corrections: 

Ms. Dolan started with the 150-5 Definitions section: “Accessory Apartment” and “Accessory 

Dwelling” to be deleted and replaced with Attached Accessory Dwelling Unit and Detached 

Accessory Dwelling Unit. Ms. Dolan suggested Accessory Dwelling Unit, Attached and 

Accessory Dwelling Unit, Detached to keep them together alphabetically. Suggestions to use 

parentheses (or later Accessory Attached Dwelling Unit and Accessory Detached Dwelling Unit) 

to address listing together. The text must be searched to change everywhere it is used for 

consistency. Question is whether this is considered a minor editorial change or needs a warrant 

article will be asked of Counsel.   

 A more substantive change would be to eliminate “use” in the ordinance, as it seems 

particularly open to interpretation as applied to structures and their related setbacks. Here a 

meeting of all parties could work on clarifying language to address purpose of regulation and its 

application. Setbacks should be reviewed as a planning concept possibly in need of updating. 

 Work to continue this. Ms. MacLeod will do a search for Accessory Dwelling Unit throughout. 

 

Energy Committee proposal letter: 

The committee sent the letter that it prepared to present to the Selectmen. Mr. Babcock simply 

advised that it should come through the statutory board the subcommittee is under. It does not 

mean that the Planning Board endorses it, just reflects oversight. Ms. Nesbitt stated that a 

committee member had already been before the Selectmen with what seems to be the same 

information. There was no objection to the letter being sent.  

  

Other Business: 

Corner House application: Mr. Benton Lee and Mr. Speers to staff. 

Application for SRR Towers LLC tower extension. Tracking down the requested Performance 

Security information. Attorneys for applicant and Town in discussion regarding Site Plan. 

 

Adjournment: 

8:38 p.m. Ms. Dolan motioned to adjourn. Mr. Speers seconded. All in Favor. 

 

Scheduled Meetings:   

May 5, 2022 regular meeting: 2022-05 SSR Towers SPR; 2022-06 Corner House SPR 

May 22, 2022 work session; June 2, 2022 regular meeting 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan MacLeod, Land Use Secretary 


